
 

Putting Your EMR in the Cloud 

Implementing and maintaining an Electronic Medical Records (EMR) system is a major topic of 

discussion in medical practices of all sizes, specialties and locations.  The reality is that EMR 

systems will be required sooner rather than later and properly planning your implementation will 

save you time, money and aggravation.  Among the many decisions that need to be made when 

considering an EMR system is where to store the data.  A popular alternative to onsite storage 

is a cloud based system.  But many physicians and practice administrators have no idea what 

the “cloud” is or how it works.  Following are some jargon free (well really jargon lite) basics to 

help you understand the cloud and how it might help your practice. 

Let’s start with a basic definition.  What is "the Cloud?" The Cloud is generally used as a 

metaphor for the Internet.  Think of the term ‘virtual’ – you may not be able to see the cloud but 

it is there.  In fact many practices are currently using aspects of cloud computing without 

knowing it. For example you probably store patient data on an internal computer system in your 

office.  Records are stored on your hard drive and most likely being backed up on an off-site 

system.  That off-site storage is an instance of cloud computing.  Computer activity you do 

outside of the firewall in your office is in the cloud.  The popular book "Cloud Computing for 

Dummies" defines cloud computing as the next stage in the Internet's evolution, providing the 

means through which everything - from computing power to computing infrastructure, 

applications, business processes to personal collaboration - can be delivered to you as a 

service wherever and whenever you need.  Wikipedia concurs and provides this helpful graphic: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Courtesy of www.wikipedia.com 



 

What is attracting everyone to the cloud? The overall flexibility and personalization of cloud 

computing. Cloud computing is already changing the way companies use technology to service 

customers.  The cloud will certainly change the way many practices interact with their patients.  

Right now the cloud offers a viable option for data storage of medical records.  Cloud computing 

can eliminate many of the complex constraints of traditional computing environments, including 

space, time, power and cost. 

EMR systems utilizing cloud based software will offer functionality that enables all patient 

records, charts, etc.to be stored electronically and retrieved as needed.  In other words, with a 

cloud based system you would not need an on site server to store and back up records.   

Obviously selecting the right EMR for your practice requires careful examination of your needs, 

features and functions, current technical and physical infrastructure, budget, etc.  For some 

practices space and technology constraints may make a cloud based system the right choice.  

Others may have the technology resources to support an on site system.   

But now when your sales rep starts talking about the cloud, you’ll know what it is and how it may 

factor into your consideration. 

For more information or to find out how we can help, contact the GMSL Health Care Consulting 

Group at hc@gmslny.com or:  

  
Stuart Kertzner, CPA/ABV, CVA 

skertzner@gmslny.com  
  

Lee Ferber, CPA 
lferber@gmslny.com  

 
Also visit  

www.gmslny.com 
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