
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Putting Your EMR in the Cloud 

 
  
 

mplementing and maintaining an 

Electronic Medical Records (EMR) system 

is a major topic of discussion in medical 

practices of all sizes, specialties and locations. 

The reality is that EMR systems will be required 

sooner rather than later and properly planning 

your implementation will save you time, money 

and aggravation. Among the many decisions that 

need to be made when considering an EMR 

system is where to store the data. A popular 

alternative to onsite storage is a cloud based 

system. But many physicians and practice 

administrators have no idea what the “cloud” is 

or how it works. Following are some jargon free 

(well really jargon lite) basics to help you 

understand the cloud and how it might help your 

practice. 

Let’s start with a basic definition. What is "the 

Cloud?" The Cloud is generally used as a 

metaphor for the Internet. Think of the term 

‘virtual’ – you may not be able to see the cloud 

but it is there. In fact many practices are 

currently using aspects of cloud computing 

without knowing it. For example you probably 

store patient data on an internal computer 

system in your office. Records are stored on your 

hard drive and most likely being backed up on an 

off-site system. That off-site storage is an 

instance of cloud computing. Computer activity 

you do outside of the firewall in your office is in 

the cloud. The popular book "Cloud Computing 

for Dummies" defines cloud computing as the 

next stage in the Internet's evolution, providing 

the means through which everything – from 

computing power to computing infrastructure, 

applications, business processes to personal 

collaboration - can be delivered to you as a 

service wherever and whenever you need. 

Wikipedia concurs and provides this helpful 

graphic: 

 

What is attracting everyone to the cloud? The 

overall flexibility and personalization of cloud 

computing. Cloud computing is already changing 

the way companies use technology to service 

customers. The cloud will certainly change the 

way many practices interact with their patients. 

I 



To learn more about Gettry Marcus visit www.gettrymarcus.com 

 The information contained in this communication is provided for informational purposes only, and should not be construed as legal or accounting advice on any subject 
matter. It is not intended or written to be used, and it cannot be used, for a particular matter. These articles are prepared to present matters of general interest relating to 
business valuation, forensic accounting and litigation support topics. They do not render an opinion by Gettry Marcus CPA, P.C. (Gettry Marcus), its partners, or employees 
on any technical matter; but rather are of an educational nature. Gettry Marcus disclaims all liability with respect to actions taken or not taken based on any or all of the 
contents of this communication. 

Right now the cloud offers a viable option for 

data storage of medical records. Cloud 

computing can eliminate many of the complex 

constraints of traditional computing 

environments, including space, time, power and 

cost.  

EMR systems utilizing cloud based software will 

offer functionality that enables all patient 

records, charts, etc.to be stored electronically 

and retrieved as needed. In other words, with a 

cloud based system you would not need an on-

site server to store and back up records.  

Obviously selecting the right EMR for your 

practice requires careful examination of your 

needs, features and functions, current technical 

and physical infrastructure, budget, etc. For 

some practices space and technology constraints 

may make a cloud based system the right choice. 

Others may have the technology resources to 

support an on-site system. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

But now when your sales rep starts talking about 

the cloud, you’ll know what it is and how it may 

factor into your consideration. 

 Gettry Marcus CPA, P.C.’s health care group is 

comprised of CPA’s who provide accounting, 

tax, audit, financial, and business consulting to  

physicians, hospitals and other providers across 

the health care spectrum.  If you would like to 

discuss how one of our health care CPA advisors 

can assist, please contact your Gettry Marcus 

advisor or email us at info@gettrymarcus.com.  
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